
1. Create a Compelling Title
The title tag is one of the most important on-page SEO factors. Use a tool like 
Buzzsumo to get ideas for creating a compelling title for your post. Make sure to 
place your primary keyword towards the beginning of the title. Read more on how to 
create a compelling title.

2. Create a Compelling Description
The page description is one of the first things searchers see in the search results.  
It's important to create a compelling description if you want more people to click 
through to your site.  Use the Yoast SEO plugin to optimize your description for 
each blog post. Read more on how to create a compelling description.

3. Optimize the URL
It's important to optimize the URL for each of your blog posts or pages. Keep the 
URLs short (containing only the keyword you're trying to rank for). Read more on 
how to optimize URLs. 

4. Optimize Your Images
Many bloggers and content marketers overlook optimizing their images.  Add a 
relevant keyword to each of your alt tags to ensure you get the most out of your on 
page optimization.  Read more on how to optimize your images.

5. Wrap Your Titles in H1 Tags
One of the most important on-page SEO elements is the h1 tag.  Check your source 
code to see if your title is wrapped in an h1 tag. Read more on how to optimize your 
title tags.

6. Add Embeddable Content
Adding embeddable content to your blog posts can increase the overall 
engagement on your site.  Embed at least 1 content type per post (i.e Youtube 
video, tweet, slideshare, etc.).  Read more on how to embed content into your blog 
posts. 
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7. Add Related Keywords
Related keywords can bring in additional long tail traffic to your site.  Use the Google 
Keyword Planner to find more keywords.  At 3-5 related keywords per post. Read more 
on how to find and use related keywords.

8. Focus On Page Loading Times
Having slow page loading times can affect your rankings and negatively impact user 
experience. Use GTmetrix to evaluate your website and get suggestions on how to 
improve it.  Use W3 Total Cache to optimize your site's performance. Read more on 
how to improve page loading times.

9. Add a Social Sharing Bar
Although getting more social shares may not directly influence rankings, it can help you 
drive more traffic and links to your content.  Install a social sharing bar like Sumome to 
make it easier for your audience to share your content. Read more on how to add a 
social sharing bar.

10. Add Your Keyword in the First 100
Words
Adding your primary keyword in the first paragraph of your blog post is a good practice 
and can help with SEO. Try to add your target keyword in the first 100 words if possible. 
Read more on how to optimize your keywords.

11. Add Internal Links

Linking to relevant pages from your blog post is one of the easiest and most effective 
ways to optimize your site for SEO.  Use a related posts plugin such as Contextual 
Related Posts. Link to your other pages using relevant keywords within the body. Read 
more on how to add internal links.

12. Create In-Depth Articles

Longer content tends to outperform shorter content in the search results. Write some 
longer posts (2000+ words) to get higher rankings, traffic, shares and links. Read more 
on how to create in-depth articles.
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